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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,3-5, 8, 9, 13-17, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Narayanan (U.S. 6,162,492). 

Regarding claims 1, 3, and 4, Narayanan discloses a method of using a 
correction material to covering over mistake. The method includes providing multi-layer 
correction material comprising a pigmented covering film that can be inscribed and 
stripped off on a carrier with a coating of adhesive (Col 1, lines 64-65), positioning the 
correction material over the mistake, such as writing or typing or drawing, to be 
corrected or covered up on a substrate, and exert pressure to the carrier, stripping the 
carrier with the pigmented covering film remained adhered to the correction point on the 
substrate and cover the writing or typing or drawings lying underneath (Col 1, lines 22- 
32) and continue typing or painting again if needed (Col 1, lines 13-15), which 
substantially cover all of the substrate and the covering film. 

Regarding claim 5, Narayanan discloses the typing on the substrate (Col 1 , lines 
13-15), which required a typewriter and will orient the substrate or paper in a 
substantially vertical position. 
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Regarding claim 8, Narayanan discloses the method is for covering mistake in 
writing or typing or drawing (Col 1 , lines 13-15), which typically on substrate such as 
paper and is formed of wood fibers. 

Regarding claim 9, Narayanan discloses the mistake includes writing (Col 1 , lines 
13-15), which includes writing with an ink pen or marking pen. 

Regarding claims 13-15, Narayanan discloses the mistake is the writing or typing 
or drawing (Col 1 , lines 1 3-1 5), which are on the surface of the substrate or in or on the 
paint layer on the substrate. 

Regarding claims 16 and 17, Narayanan discloses the drawings with mistake are 
repainted (Col 1, lines 13-15), which required paint and includes paints with dye and 
organic solvent. 

Regarding claims 20 and 21, Narayanan discloses a covering film for writing, 
typing or drawings, which the film prevents migration of the ink or dye or coloring and 
solvent through the film layer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,965 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1734 

4. Claims 1 0-1 2, 1 8, 1 9, 47, 49, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Narayanan (U.S. 6,162,492) as applied to claim 1 above, and 
further in view of Rutz et al (U.S. 5,891,562). 

Narayanan as disclosed above is silent as to the cover film is applied to cover 
materials that are hydrophilic, lipophilic, food residue, mineral oil, petrolatum, or wax 
and applying the cover film by using a roller with uniform pressure across the surface of 
the transfer tape or composite. However, applying the covering film to writing, marks, or 
illustrations with a covering film and applying the film with a roller with uniform pressure 
across the surface of the transfer composite is well known and conventional as shown 
for example by Rutz et al. Rutz et al discloses a method of correcting writing, marks, 
and illustrations (Col 8, lines 15-18). The method includes providing a transfer tape with 
a flexible backing, a pigment plastic layer or film and an adhesive layer (Col 1 , lines 60- 
67), applying the transfer tape to substrate with a hand roller (Col 9, lines 56-62), which 
provides a uniform pressure to the backing. Furthermore, one of ordinary skill in the art 
reading and applying the method of Rutz et al would appreciate logically any marks 
would be capable of being covered by the transfer tape or covering film such as food 
residue, lipophilic, or hydrophilic material spilled onto the substrate. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a roller to applying a uniform pressure to the transfer 
tape as disclosed by Rutz et al and to logically cover any marks such as food residue, 
lipophilic, or hydrophilic material in the method of Narayanan to provide a quick and 
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uniform application of a cover film with user can immediately write on. (See Rutz et al, 
Col 9, lines 56-60) 

5. Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Narayanan (U.S. 6,162,492) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Sakurai 
(GB 2,196,580). 

Narayanan as disclosed above is silent as to the applying the covering film with a 
spatula. However using a spatula to apply a covering film from a transfer tape is well 
known and conventional as shown for example by Sakurai. Sakurai discloses a method 
of applying error correction tape. The method includes rubbing the base tape or 
backing with a ball point pen or spatula to transfer the covering film to the substrate. 
(Page 1 , lines 62-80) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply the covering film with any means such as a ball point pen 
or a spatula as disclosed by Sakurai in the method of Narayanan to provide any means, 
which are functionally equivalents. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 6, 7, and 70 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The claims recite a method of covering or blocking a stain on a substrate. The 
method includes contacting a stained portion of the substrate with a dry film composite 
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comprising a dry film layer and a release layer with the stained portion comprising a 
mark, discoloration, or a deposit, applying pressure to the dry film composite to cause 
the dry film layer to adhere to the stained portion of the substrate and to at least a 
portion of the substrate adjacent the stained portion, removing the release layer and 
coating the substrate and the dry film layer with one or more liquid coating layers, 
wherein the substrate comprises painted wall, plastered wall, wallboard, particle board, 
wood, a wood-composite, concrete, or wallpaper and the dry film layer includes one or 
more feathered edges. Shih et al (U.S. 5,891 ,294) discloses a method of blocking stain 
with a barrier layer, which is a dry film. The method includes applying the film to the 
stain, which includes coated nail, ink marker, adhesive, pens, wood extractives, asphalt, 
driveway sealer, primers, shoe polish, or dyes onto a surface such as a floor or wall to 
prevent stain from diffusing to through the surface covering such as wallpaper. (Col 1 , 
lines 21-26 and Col 2, line 64 to Col 3, line 7) Shih et al is silent as to coating the 
covering with one or more liquid coating layers, the composite includes a release layer 
and applying the covering by applying pressure to the composite and removing the 
release layer. Narayanan discloses a method of using a correction material to covering 
over mistake. The method includes providing multi-layer correction material comprising 
a pigmented covering film that can be inscribed and stripped off on a carrier with a 
coating of adhesive (Col 1 , lines 64-65), positioning the correction material over the 
mistake, such as writing or typing or drawing, to be corrected or covered up on a 
substrate, and exert pressure to the carrier, stripping the earner with the pigmented 
covering film remained adhered to the correction point on the substrate and cover the 
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writing or typing or drawings lying underneath (Col 1 , lines 22-32) and continue typing or 
painting again if needed (Col 1 , lines 13-15), which substantially cover all of the 
substrate and the covering film. Narayanan is silent as to the substrate comprises 
painted wall, plastered wall, and the dry film layer includes one or more feathered 
edges. A search of the prior art of record did not disclose reference or references in 
combination with the recited features. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sing P. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30AM-1 1 :00AM 
and 12:00PM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A. Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^^-^ 
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